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• Film: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sb5Mdz0Tw9U (until 
3.56)



Plastic Waste Production

The growth of plastics production has substantially 
outpaced any other manufactured material.

Resulting in a corresponding increase in plastic waste. 

Approximately 6.3 billion tonnes of plastic waste have been 
generated since 1950, of which 12% has been incinerated, 
less than 10% recycled and nearly 80% either discarded or 
landfilled

(Source: Jambeck et al., 2015)
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Flaws in the current system
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Source: Ruceskva, I., Jesus, I. D., Westerveld, L., & Hermans, T. (2017). The Trade in Plastic Waste. GRID-Arendal.



Flaws in the current system
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Plastic Waste Trade

• Plastic pollution’s environmental impact is wide ranging and 
serious.

• Impact of waste import restrictions by China*:

• Re-routing

• Increase of illegal and/or improper treatment of plastic 
waste

• Increase of fraudulent activities

• Urgent need for action to prevent and reduce the illegal 
shipping of plastic waste (as defined in the Basel Convention).

(*Interpol strategic analysis report  - August 2020)
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• Film: https://youtu.be/U1sQNvdos3I

https://youtu.be/U1sQNvdos3I


General rules for shipping 
waste across borders



Basel, 
Rotterdam 

and 
Stockholm  

Conventions

(BRS Conventions)

Common objective:

to protect human health and the environment

A framework for Life Cycle Management:

The 3 conventions together cover elements of “cradle-to- grave” 
approach

Interlocking scope and coverage:

 Common thread: most POPs are covered by all 3 
Conventions.

 Many pesticides are subject to the 3 Conventions.

 As wastes, all chemicals fall under the scope of the Basel 
Convention



Basel Convention on the 
Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous 
Wastes and Their 
Disposal

“Seeks to protect human 
health and the environment 

from harm which may be 
caused by generation and 
management of hazardous 

wastes”

Adopted in 1989, entry into force 
1992 (189 Parties as of December 
2021)
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Pillars of the Basel Convention

I. The minimization of the generation of 
hazardous and other wastes

II. The requirement of environmentally sound 
management (ESM) of hazardous wastes and 
other wastes

III. The control of transboundary movements of 
hazardous wastes and other wastes (Prior 
Informed Consent Procedure – PIC)
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Pillars of the 
Stockholm 

Convention

Eliminating or reducing the production and use of the 
intentionally produced POPs listed in Annexes A and 
B

Minimizing and where feasible eliminating releases 
of unintentionally produced POPs listed in Annex C

Cleaning-up of old stockpiles and equipment 
containing POPs

Supporting the transition to safer alternatives

Targeting additional POPs for action

(short video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=keOLiXOoFDU)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=keOLiXOoFDU


Export/Import/Transit 
Control under Basel  
Convention – basic 
rules and principles

 Basel contains a detailed Prior Informed Consent 
(PIC) procedure with  strict requirements for 
transboundary movements (TBM) of wastes (article 
6)

 Right for each Party to prohibit import/export/transit 
of all or specific wastes (article 4)

 Classify additional waste streams as hazardous 
(article 3) 

 Basel specifies consequences of illegal traffic, eg.
obligation for exporter to take back illegal shipment 
(article 9)

 Transboundary movements between Parties and 
non-Parties generally not permitted unless entered 
into an agreement (Article 11)



Agreements 
with non-

Parties

Source: http://www.basel.int/Countries/AgreementsorArrangements/tabid/8690/Default.aspx

http://www.basel.int/Countries/AgreementsorArrangements/tabid/8690/Default.aspx


What is waste?

• Article 2.1:  Substances or objects that are disposed of or are intended to 
be disposed of or are required to be disposed of by the provisions of 
national law

What is hazardous waste?

• (a) Wastes that belong to any category contained in Annex I, unless they 
do not possess any of the characteristics contained in Annex III; and

• (b) Wastes that are not covered under paragraph (a) but are defined as, or 
are considered to be, hazardous wastes by the domestic legislation of the 
Party of export, import or transit.

What are other wastes?

• Wastes that belong to any category contained in Annex II that are subject 
to transboundary movement shall be “other wastes” for the purposes of this 
Convention.



What types of waste fall under the scope of the Basel Convention?



Waste classification
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PIC procedure 
required for 

hazardous and other 
wastes: 

No PIC procedure 
required for non-

hazardous wastes: 

• Annex I: Categories of 
wastes to be controlled 
(Y‐codes)

• Annex II: Categories of 
wastes requiring special 
consideration (Y‐codes)

• Annex III: List of hazardous 
characteristics (H‐codes)

• Annex VIII - List A (A-codes)

• Annex IX - List B (B-codes)



Examples of hazardous waste A-codes 

Cadmium containing waste

Lead containing waste

PCB containing 
waste



Examples of other waste (Y-codes)

Y46: wastes collected from households
Y47: Residues arising from the incineration of 

household wastes

Y48: Plastic wastes, including mixtures





GENERATOR

CARRIER

COUNTRY OF 

IMPORT

COUNTRY OF 

TRANSIT

COUNTRY OF 

EXPORT

DISPOSERContract on ESM of waste in question 

between generator and disposer1
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3

6

4
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2
Sends notification document

with Annex VA information 

and financial guarantee / 

bond / insurance to CA

Informs generator: Consent or deny

(if consent, then issuance of movement 

form)

Return answer: Consent or deny and 

confirm contract specifying ESM

Generator completes movement document for 

each waste shipment and signs in box 15

Sends/forwards 

notification document to 

CAs

Return answer: 

Consent or deny

Disposer completes and signs movement 

document upon receipt of the waste (box 18) 

and once it is disposed (box 19) and returns 

copies to generator and country of export

Carrier signs movement 

document in box 8

Country of export releases of financial 

guarantee/ bond/insurance
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Prior informed consent procedure 







Colombia Import and 
Export restrictions

• Hazardous and other 
wastes can be exported

• Total ban on imports of 
hazardous and other 
wastes 

Source: http://www.basel.int/Countries/ImportExportRestrictions/tabid/4835/Default.aspx

Toxic and nuclear wastes were banned from entering the country 

since 1991, through Article 81 of the Colombian Constitution.

Colombian Law No. 1252 (November 27th, 2008) banned 

hazardous wastes from entering the country. Article 4 forbids the 

“entering, importation and traffic of hazardous wastes to the 

national territory”.

National Decree No. 4741 (2005) bans the import of wastes 

containing Persistent Organic Pollutants (COP’s: Aldrin, 

Chlordane, Dieldrin, Endrin, Heptachlor, Hexachlorobenzene, 

Mirex, Toxaphene, Polychlorinated Biphenyls –PCBs-, DDT), as 

well as equipment or substances containing PCBs, in an amount 

equal or above to 50 mg/kg.

Resolution No. 1402 (2006) issued by Ministry of Environment 

provides further dispositions to those set in Decree 4741 of 

December 2005 regarding hazardous wastes.

http://www.basel.int/Countries/ImportExportRestrictions/tabid/4835/Default.aspx


Amendments to the Basel 
Convention



Ban amendment
Decision III/1 of 1995 amended the 
Convention » 

Bans exports of hazardous waste 
from countries listed in Annex VII 
(OECD, EC, Liechstenstein) to non-
Annex VII countries

Entered into force 15 December 
2019

note: transboundary movements of 
hazardous waste between non-
Annex VII countries is possible – if 
all procedures have been followed

Photo credit: Basel Action Network



Plastic Waste 
amendments

Decision BC-14/12 amended the 
Convention » identifies new 
categories of plastic waste subject 
to the Basel Convention

• To address the challenges with 
plastic waste

• To limit or regulate movements 
of plastic waste

Entered into force 1.1.2021

Photo credit: Basel Action Network



New rules for shipping plastic waste
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• Increased transparency

• Traceability

• Sharing of information 

To make enforcement more effective, curbing the illegal dumping 
of plastic waste in countries not wishing to receive such waste or 
lacking the capabilities for environmentally sound waste 
management.



BC-14/12: 
Plastic Waste 
Amendments

Y48Annex II
Plastic waste, 
including mixtures 

A3210Annex VIII
Hazardous plastic waste

B3011Annex IX
Clean plastic waste 
for recycling

Prior 
Informed
Consent
(PIC)

The Basel Convention and Plastic Waste

Effective
1 Jan 2021



BC-14/12: 
Plastic Waste 
Amendments

Y48Annex II
Plastic waste, 
including mixtures 

A3210Annex VIII
Hazardous plastic waste

B3011Annex IX
Clean plastic waste for 
recycling

Prior 
Informed
Consent
(PIC)

Effective 1 Jan 2021

Y48 All plastic waste, including mixtures of plastic waste, except for the 

plastic waste covered by entries A3210 (in Annex VIII) and B3011 (in Annex 
IX)

The Basel Convention and Plastic Waste



BC-14/12: 
Plastic Waste 
Amendments

Y48Annex II
Plastic waste, 
including mixtures 

A3210Annex VIII
Hazardous plastic waste

B3011Annex IX
Clean plastic waste for 
recycling

Prior 
Informed
Consent
(PIC)

Effective 1 Jan 2021

A3210 Plastic waste, including mixtures of such waste, containing 
or contaminated with Annex I constituents, to an extent that it 
exhibits an Annex III characteristic

The Basel Convention and Plastic Waste
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• Non-hazardous plastic 
waste

• B3011

• Annex IX



• Hazardous plastic waste

• A3210

• Annex VIII
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• Other plastic waste

• Y48

• Annex II
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Non-hazardous plastic waste
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• A group of cured resins, non-halogenated and fluorinated polymers, 
provided the waste is:

- destined for recycling in an environmentally sound manner and

- almost free from contamination and other types of wastes; 

• Mixtures of plastic wastes consisting of polyethylene (PE), polypropylene 
(PP) or polyethylene terephthalate (PET) provided they are destined for 
separate recycling of each material and in an environmentally sound 
manner, and almost free from contamination and other types of wastes.



Examples of national interpretations (1)
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Examples of national 
interpretations (2)



Examples of national interpretations (3)
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Examples of national interpretations (4)
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EU Waste 
Shipment 
Correspon
dents 
Guidelines 
on Plastic 
Waste 

Almost free of 
contamination

maximum of 2% of the 
weight of the 
consignment

(Link: https://ec.europa.eu/environment/system/files/2021-11/Correspondents_guidelines_No12_final_Nov_2021.pdf)

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/system/files/2021-11/Correspondents_guidelines_No12_final_Nov_2021.pdf


EU Waste 
Shipment 
Correspon
dents 
Guidelines 
on Plastic 
Waste 

Note 15: 

• It is noted that additives, such as fillers, plasticisers, 
stabilizers, colorants and flame retardants, are usually 
part of plastics. 

• The presence of certain additives in plastic waste, such 
as brominated flame retardants that are persistent 
organic pollutants or lead or cadmium in PVC, may lead 
to a classification of the plastic waste in question as 
hazardous waste and covered by entries A3210 or 
AC300. 

(Link: https://ec.europa.eu/environment/system/files/2021-11/Correspondents_guidelines_No12_final_Nov_2021.pdf)

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/system/files/2021-11/Correspondents_guidelines_No12_final_Nov_2021.pdf


Other 
references

• OECD Overview on non-hazardous plastic waste (link: 
https://www.oecd.org/environment/waste/Reporting-of-
controls-non-hazardous-waste.pdf)

(Colombia has become an Adherent to OECD/LEGAL/0266 with a 
specific timeframe for implementation. Therefore, it is currently not 
participating in the Decision’s control system)

• Import regulation of plastic waste in Asian countries (as 
of December 2020) (link: 
https://www.env.go.jp/en/recycle/asian_net/Annual_Wor
kshops/2020_PDF/4_Summary%20matrix%20of%20im
port%20regulation%20on%20plastic%20waste%20in%
20Asian%20Network%20countries.pdf) 

https://www.oecd.org/environment/waste/Reporting-of-controls-non-hazardous-waste.pdf
https://www.env.go.jp/en/recycle/asian_net/Annual_Workshops/2020_PDF/4_Summary matrix of import regulation on plastic waste in Asian Network countries.pdf
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